Trinity-Grace United Church
November 20th, 2022
Reign of Christ Sunday

ORDER OF SERVICE

________________________
GATHERING
Prelude
Welcome
Candle-lighting
Introit: “This is the Day” (MV 122)

Soloist:This is the day that God has made,
We will rejoice and be glad;
All:

This is the day that God has made,
We will rejoice and be glad!

Soloist: Singing Hallelu, singing Hallelu,
Singing Hallelu
We will rejoice and be glad!
All:

Singing Hallelu, Singing Hallelu,
Singing Hallelu
We will rejoice and be glad!

Invitation

(One/All):

Friends, we gather today in hope and expectation,
For a vision has been put before us:
A new heaven - and a new earth:
The promise of God for all.
In our worship, we draw near to the one

who is both lamb and shepherd;
leaning in to the path of the one
whose Way is narrow,
yet whose spirit exudes a love that reaches wide.
The kin-dom is within us, between us
and all around us;
Let us worship the one whose reign of love and justice
encompasses all.
Gathering Prayer
Hymn: “Let Us Build A House”

MV 1

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live,
A place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace;
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.
Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true,
where all God’s children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew.
Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace;
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.
Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat;
a banquet hall on holy ground, where peace and justice meet.
Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space;
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.
Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve known.
Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face;
let us bring an end to fear and danger:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.
Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word.
Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace;
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.
Prayer for Healing

(One/All):

Faithful God, this morning, as every morning,
We wake to a world of beauty and catastrophe,
A world of visions and of violence,
of compassion and cowardice.
Eternal One, we confess that sometimes
the problems feel too big,
the challenges too pervasive, the issues too systemic.
Sometimes we stop listening for your Word,
or looking for signs of your reign among us.
Holy one, may your spirit meet us wherever we are today…
Time for silent prayer
God, we confess our moments of lethargy and disillusionment.
Often the vision of Jesus seems to us beyond reach.
Overcome our fears and heal our need to have all the answers.
Set before us once again the enduring vision of your reign
of peace, reconciliation and wholeness for all.
Hold us in your love; steady and remind us
that when we walk with you,
we can be channels of peace, hope and healing.
Help us to boldly and courageously accept Christ’s invitation
to participate in the reshaping of your world.
Amen.
Sharing Peace

(One): The peace of Christ is with you all!
(All): And also with you!
We take a moment to turn and share a sign of peace with those around us.
ENCOUNTERING THE LIVING WORD
Prayer for Understanding
Scripture Readings

Jeremiah 23: 1-6
Luke 1: 68-79
Reflection

- Rev. Sandra Nixon

Response

(One/All):
In the beginning, before time, before people,
Before the world began,
God was.
Here and now,
Among us, beside us,
Enlisting the people of earth,
For the purposes of heaven,
God is.
And in the future,
When the pain of the world is past
And all we know has found its fulfilment,
God will be.
Not denying the world, but delighting in it,
Not condemning the world, but redeeming it,
Through Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit,
God was; God is; God will be.
RESPONDING
Hymn: “Spirit, Open My Heart”

MV 79

Refrain
Spirit, open my heart to the joy and pain of living.
As you love may I love, in receiving and in giving,
Spirit, open my heart.
God, replace my stony heart
with a heart that’s kind and tender.
All my coldness and fear
to your grace I now surrender.
Write your love upon my heart
as my law, my goal, my story.
In each thought, word, and deed,
may my living bring you glory.
May I weep with those who weep,
share the joy of sister, brother.
In the welcome of Christ,

may we welcome one another
Offering our Gifts

Trinity-Grace is grateful for the many ways
we are gifted and called to contribute to God’s mission
through this faith community.
Prayer of Dedication
(One/All):
Receive our gifts this day, O God,
and bless them with your love and power.
Use them in the struggle for justice
and the work for healing and peace,
in the name of Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace.
Amen.
Connecting in Community

Announcements, insights, joy & concerns – all are welcome to share.
Prayers of Gratitude and Concern
The Prayer of the Disciples (The Lord’s Prayer)

(ALL)
Eternal Spirit,
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be, Father and mother of us all.
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
Your way of justice be followed by the peoples of the earth!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and forever. Amen.
- New Zealand Prayer Book

Hymn: “Travel On” VU 647

Travel on, travel on, there's a spirit that is flowing,

a spirit that is flowing night and day.
Travel on, travel on, with the spirit that is flowing,
the spirit will be with us all the way.
Travel on, travel on, with the river that is flowing,
the spirit will be with us all the way.
Travel on, travel on, there's a spirit that is growing,
the spirit grows like flowers night and day.
Travel on, travel on, with the spirit that is growing,
the spirit will be with us all the way.
Travel on, travel on, with the flower that is growing,
the spirit will be with us all the way.
Travel on, travel on, there's a spirit that is playing,
the spirit plays like music every day.
Travel on, travel on, with the spirit that is playing,
the spirit will be with us all the way.
Travel on, travel on, with the music that is playing,
the spirit will be with us all the way.
In the kingdom of heaven is our end and our beginning,
the road that we must travel every day.
Travel on, travel on, to the kingdom that is coming,
the kingdom will be with us all the way.
Travel on, travel on, to the kingdom that is coming,
the kingdom will be with us all the way.
Sending & Blessing

Christ our Beginning, Christ our Path, Christ our End;
Known in Jesus, Word made flesh;
Hidden Wholeness, Pattern within the Chaos;
Wisdom, calling from city streets for justice and compassion;
Christ beyond all names, Deepest Mystery,
Depth of our own Being;
Awaken us, enfold us, impel us, and bless us
to realize the dream that is ours to birth.
Go with courage, carrying seeds of the kingdom,
To sow justice, kindness and mercy in Jesus’ name.
Response: “Sing Amen” (VU 431)

SING TWICE
(Sing Amen): Amen, we praise your name O God,
(Sing Amen): Amen, we praise your name, O God.
(Sing Amen): Amen, Amen! Amen, Amen!
Amen we praise your name, O God!
Postlude

For Reflection:
“And then all that has divided us will merge
And then compassion will be wedded to power
And then softness will come to a world that is harsh and unkind
And then the strong will also be gentle
And then the gentle will also be strong
And then no person will be subject to another’s will
And then all will be rich and free and varied
And then the greed of some will give way to the needs of many
And then all will share equally in the Earth’s abundance
And then all will care for the sick and the weak and the old
And then all will nourish the young
And then all will cherish life’s creatures
And then all will live in harmony with each other and the Earth
And then everywhere will be called Eden once again.”
-

Judy Chicago

_____________________________________________
What would you add?
And then…

